
Planning a Funeral  

at St Luke Catholic Church

4603 Manitou Dr., San Antonio, TX 
(210)433-2777 

 

“No Eye has seen, nor ear has heard, nor heart conceived, what has been prepared for those who love God…” 1 

Corinthians 2:9 

Anointing: 

When someone is gravely ill and facing the reality of their passing to their heavenly home, it is 
important to call for the Priest.  The Priest can provide the Sacrament of the Sick to assist the dying 
with the sacramental grace to cope with suffering and the leaving of their loved ones.  It is 
recommended that the family be present to support in bestowing the sacrament to bring peace in 
their preparations for death.    

Points to consider: 

1. The funeral service is to honor the deceased and help comfort the family and friends searching 
for meaning. 

2. Did the deceased leave any instructions as to their wishes for a funeral service? Do they prefer 
cremation?  
The Church recommends that ashes be interred in the ground or in a mausoleum. This also helps 
to bring closure.  

3. Preparing and making decisions can be done in advance of death. The dying person may wish to 
be a part of the decision making and in choosing appropriate readings and music for the service.  
While being emotionally difficult, it can also be meaningful to the dying person and the family. 
The parish has a form and a ‘Through Death to Life’ booklet to assist in the options. A list of 
musicians is also given, unless the family provides their own.  



4. Choosing a Funeral Home and a cemetery in advance and making tentative arrangements eases 
the preparation at the time of the death. 

5. Alerting the Funeral Home and the Church (433-2777), when death seems eminent, enables 
both parties assisting you to be ready to support you when the passing occurs.   

6. Alert the Church, if not done earlier, for the dying to receive the Rites of Anointing and Viaticum 
(communion, food for the journey).  If the person is unable to swallow, only the anointing is 
done. It is recommended that family members and loved ones be present to join in the prayer. 

Church Service Options 

Vigil 
1. Wake Service:    Prayer Service with Scripture 

 

2. Rosary:     Recitation of the Rosary 
 

3. Funeral Mass:  Often considered, is having the Mass on the vigil when most people pay their 
respects to the deceased and family. With this option, on the day of the burial, the concluding 
service (Rite of Committal) is done at the graveside. 

.Day of Burial 

1. Graveside Service only: The family and friends gather at the graveside for the Rites of 

Committal or they gather at the Mortuary and form a cortege (a procession of cars) to the 
burial site for the Rites.   
 

2. Funeral Mass and Graveside Service: Family and loved ones gather at the Church for the funeral 
Mass. At the conclusion of the Mass, the mortuary car carrying the casket, leads the cortege (car 
procession) to the cemetery where the graveside service is celebrated.   
 

3. Memorial Services without the presence of the body: Often, due to a delay caused by 
autopsies, cremation, the body is being buried out of state, or the body is dedicated to medical 
science, a Memorial Mass is celebrated.  It is the same as a funeral Mass.  However, since the 
body is not present, the rites over the body/casket are omitted. The Burial Rites would be 
postponed until the body is available. At that time the family meets at the place of burial.   

Other Considerations 

Tributes/Eulogy: Giving tributes or a eulogy is not a requirement. However, if desired, the family or 
appointed loved ones have various opportunities for this to be done: as a formal part of the vigil 
service or brief tributes given directly to the family in an informal and intimate way after the vigil or 
burial service. If done as a formal part of the service, it is best to have it written out and limited to 5 
minutes. In no way are expressions to increase the suffering of the survivors or detract from the 
prayerful solemnity of the services. 

 
Family participation: In the Mass, and rituals is strongly encouraged. It is important that members 
of the family or loved ones participate as pall bearers, lectors, musicians or song leaders, soloists, 
altar servers, bearers of the offertory gifts.  

 



Funeral Homily: The homily by a priest or deacon emphasizes the resurrection and the new life 
being experienced by the deceased.  It is also a time to remind participants of the promises of Christ 
offered to us all as well as our reunion with the deceased when we also are called from this life to 
the Eternal Banquet of the Lord. 
 

Reconciliation: The death of a loved one and planning funeral services brings out the best 
and the worst in families, but this can also be a time of healing past hurts and separations.  
What better way to honor the dead than to return life between loved ones. Be open to the 
grace of God working through this moment of your life! 
 

Where do you start?  

Before death - If possible, alert the Funeral Home and the Church (433-2777) before the 

passing of a loved one. 

After death – Notify the Funeral Home and the Church (433-2777). The funeral home will 

come to the home or hospital to receive the body and will plan a time to meet with the 

family to make the necessary arrangements.  While the family is making arrangements, the 

Funeral Home communicates with the cemetery to set a time for the burial and will then 

call the church to set the time of the Mass and/or Committal Service based on the burial 

time. The priest celebrating the funeral Mass will meet with the family to confirm their 

funeral preferences as well as gathering information to produce a booklet for the funeral 

Mass. 

 St. Luke Parish Memorial Mass, Nov 2, All Souls day –  

On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, our parish celebrates a Mass to remember all those in the 

community who have passed within the last year.  Families are encouraged to participate.  A 

candle is lit in memory of the loved one and the family is invited to take it home after the 

Mass.    

Life After Loss – The Parish offers support for those suffering from grief.  Please contact the 

Parish Office for the next Life After Loss/Healing Hearts gathering.   

 


